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Knowing more, remembering more 
 



EYFS Vocabulary Progression 

Subject Year Autumn Spring Summer 

Communication & 
Language 

Nursery (Cycle 1) All about me 
Head, face, eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth, hair, neck, 
shoulders, arms, legs, 

stomach, feet, chest, back 
I like..... I am..... 

Happy, sad, angry, calm 
scared, worried, loved 

Colour monster, choice, 
feeling. 

 
My foods 

Taste, smell, feel, favourite, 
like, dislike, food names 

drink names, healthy food, 
unhealthy food, balanced 

diet 
 

My toys 
Favourite toys. Toy names-,  
(extending by adding colour 
and size) E.g. Small red car. 

New, old, soft, fluffy, 
wooden, plastic, smooth, 

rough, hard.  

Transport  
Cars, bus, train, plane, boat, 
racing cars, hot air balloon, 
monster trucks, fast, slow, 
big, small, fly, drive, travel, 

passport, ticket, speed, road, 
track, rail, fly 

 
Dinosaurs 

Naming dinosaurs – T Rex, 
stegosaurus, brontosaurus, 

brachiosaurus etc. 
Carnivore, omnivore, 
herbivore compare. 

Features – teeth, claws, 
wings, fins, tail, spikes, 

plate, beak, frill. 
Big, small, medium, large, 

tall, short, huge. 
Fossil, bones, eggs. 

 
 

Farm animals 
Naming animals, including- 

sheep, cow, duck, hen, 
horse, donkey, sheep. 
How do they feel? Soft, 
rough, smooth, bumpy 

Animal noises- quack, ee-
aw, neigh, oink, moo, baa 

 
Nursery rhyme world 
Humpty Dumpty, brave, 
scared, fly. How can we 
save Humpty? Rhyme, 

rhyming, Hickety Pickety, 
red hen 

Nursery (Cycle 2) All about me 
Head, face, eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth, hair, neck, 
shoulders, arms, legs, 

stomach, feet, chest, back 
I like..... I am..... 

Happy, sad, angry, calm 
scared, worried, loved 

Colour monster, choice, 
feeling. 

 
 

Pets 
Naming pets – cat, dog, 
rabbit, fish, hamster, rat, 

guinea pig duck etc. 
My pet or favourite pet, how 

does it feel? Soft, rough, 
smooth  

What noise does it make? 
Woof, meow, squeak, quack, 

quiet, loud 
Where does it live? 

Under the sea 
Naming creatures – fish, 

whale, shark, dolphin, 
seahorse, starfish, octopus, 

jellyfish, coral, seaweed, 
anemone, swim, float, sea. 

Dangerous, fast, fierce. 
Gentle, seashells, senses, 

diving 
 

Weather  



Colours 
Colours in nature, shades ie 
light, dark, red, yellow, blue, 
green, pink, purple, orange, 

grey, black, white. Skin 
colours, eye colours, mixing 

 
 

Inside, outside, cage, hutch, 
fish tank. 

 
Little monsters 

Describe, draw, monster, 
scary, silly, funny, tiger, 

gruffalo, wild thing, create a 
monster, what does it like to 
do? What does it look like? 
How many eyes has it got? 

Same, different 
 

Naming weather – rain, sun, 
snow, wind, thunder, 

lightning, cloudy, cold, hot, 
warm, dull, bright, clothes, 

wellington boots, rain jacket, 
sun hat, sunglasses, t-shirt, 
shorts, jumper, woolly hat, 
Seasons, Spring, Summer, 

Autumn, Winter.  

Nursery & Reception Hello, Good morning, packed lunch please, school dinners please, Good bye, how are you? 
Would you like to play with me? What would like to play? Please can you help me? Can I 

use the toilet please? Have a nice day/evening/afternoon, please, thank you 
 

Good sitting, good listening, good looking, lips closed, hands up 
 

Reception 
 

(Key vocab linked to key 
texts) 

Owl Babies – 
Mummy, owl, branch, come 

back, soon, night, tree, 
swoop, feathers 

 
All kinds of families – 

Mummy, daddy, step mum, 
step dad, brother, step 

brother, sister, step sister, 
grandparents, aunt, uncle, 

cousin 
 

The Colour Monster - 
Happy, happiness, sad, 
sadness, anger, fear, 

scared, calm, relaxed, love, 
confused, mixed up 

 
Emergency! – 

Supertato – 
Villain, potato, Evil Pea, 

rescue, save, mean, 
conveyor belt, veggies, 

broccoli, aubergine, 
cucumber, pepper, melon, 

carrot 
 

Dragons in the city -  
Chinese New Year, 

fireworks, festival, dragon, 
lantern, red envelopes, 

family, zodiac 
 

Jack and the beanstalk – 
Giant, Jack, Mum, cow, 

beanstalk, castle, hen, harp, 
golden, clouds, gold, magic 

beans 
 

The Three Little Pigs – 
Pigs, straw, sticks, bricks, 

house, home, huff and puff, 
chimney, wolf, materials, 

first, second, third, unkind, 
unfriendly, mean, bad 

 
Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears – 
Cottage, forest, delicious- 
hard-, soft, porridge, bear, 
Goldilocks, Mummy Bear, 
Daddy Bear, Baby Bear 

small, medium, big, chair, 
bed, soft, lumpy, salty, 

sweet, hot, cold 
 

The Gingerbread Man -  



999, police, burglars, help, 
rescue, ambulance, 

emergency, siren, sinking, 
lifeboat, fire, flood, fire 

engine 
 

Mog and the Vet –  
Vet, hurt, butterfly, paw, 
sore, thorn, sad, better, 
basket, quiet, noise, wild 

 
The Entertainer – 

Entertainer, party, birthday, 
dress up, costume, food, 

cake, decorations, invitation 
 

Room on the Broom – 
Witch, cat, broomstick, spell, 
whoosh, tapped, cauldron, 

magnificent 
 

Dipal’s Divali – 
Diwali, diya lamp, rangoli, 
temple, pray, Rama and 

Sita, feast, fireworks, festival 
of light 

 
Stick Man – 

Father Christmas, family, 

mast, twirl, knight, frozen, 
frost, grate, swan, 

boomerang, chimney 
 

The Snowman – 
 Snow, snowman, coal, 

tangerine, shovel, presents, 
melt, melted 

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk –  
Rake, mowed, planted, later, 

snail, sprayed, waited, 
watered, Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

 
Oliver’s Vegetables – 

Rhubarb, beetroot, soup, 
Gran, Grandpa, salad, 

onion, carrot, peas, potato, 
chips,  

  
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar- 
Egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, 
butterfly, moon, hungry, 

apple, pears, plums, 
strawberries, oranges, 
pickle, Swiss cheese, 

sausage, cherry pie, ice 
cream, watermelon, 

chocolate cake, cupcake, 
salami, lollipop 

 
Superworm – 

Worm, beetle, slug, ant, 
spider, stuck, chant, strong, 
long, wiggle, squirm, hooray, 

wizard, lair, crow, feed 
 

Aaargh Spider – 
Spider, pet, clever, 

introduce, lonely, drive, 
wash, clean, eat, dance, 

sparkly, webs 
  

Norman the slug –  

Sly, finally, galloped, oven, 
baked, old lady, boy, horse, 

cow, fox, river, baked 
 

Peepo- 
Peepo, baby, teddy, ball, 
cot, hairnet, shadow, high 
chair, porridge, coal, yard, 

pushchair, bonfire, jar, 
fishing, shiny wet, tassels 

blowing, squabbling, dozing, 
bath-tub, nightie, clothes 

horse 
 

Each peach pear plum – 
Tom Thumb, Mother 

Hubbard, Cinderella, cellar, 
Three Bears, Baby Bunting, 
Bo-Beep, hill, Jack and Jill, 
ditch, Wicked Witch, wood, 
Robin Hood, den, safe, dry, 

plum pie 
 

Handa’s surprise – 
 Handa, Akeyo, Delicious- 
Juicy- Ripe, UK, Kenya, 

elephant, parrot, monkey, 
goat, antelope, giraffe, 

zebra, ostrich 
 

Handa’s noisy night – 
Handa, Akeyo, nocturnal, 

diurnal, day, night, pangolin, 
porcupine, bat, pig, fox, 
woodpecker, bush baby  

 
Space stories– 



 
Blanks level of 
questioning – 

Level 1- Naming 
 Where? What? Can you 

find? Point 
Level 2 – Describing 

Who? What? Where? Show 
 
 
 

Slug, snail, shell, silly, 
amazing, slither, slide, 

skulked, moonlight, 
reflection, idea, panic, 

delicious, falling. 
  
 

 
Blanks level of 
questioning –  

Level 3 – Think about it 
What could? What would 

happen next? Find 
What does that mean? 

Space, moon, star, martian, 
alien, spaceship, rocket, 

blast off,  
space helmet, aeroplane, 

comet, earth, planets, space 
station, astronaut 

 
Seaside stories – 

Pier, Punch and Judy, beach 
hut, sea defence, mermaid, 
pirates, treasure, telescope, 
sea, bucket, spade, octopus, 

fish, turtle, seahorse, sun 
safety, suncream, 
sunglasses, cap 

 
Blanks level of 
questioning –  

Level 4- Reasoning 
What? Why? How? 

 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional  

 
(Inc PSHE SCARF) 

 

Nursery (Cycle 1 & 2) Me and my relationships 
 

Marvellous me -  
Like, feel, choose, head, 

arms, legs ,eyes, ears, nose, 
mouth, teeth, hands, fingers, 

feet, toes, knees, elbows, 
pants, vest, private, penis 

vulva 
 

I’m special 
Special, feel, look, friends  

 
People who are special to 

me 
Big, small, colour, hug, near, 
far, sad, love, adopt, special 

Keeping safe 
 

People who help me and 
keep me safe 

Tell, grown up, who can 
help?, tummy feelings, safe, 

unsafe 
 

Safety indoors and outdoors 
Safe, safety signs, weather, 

clothing, playground, car 
park, pavement, paint, 

scissors, glue. 
 

What’s safe to go into my 
body? 

Being my Best 
 

What does me body need? 
Food, water, exercise, 

energy sleep 
 

I can keep trying 
Challenge, encourage, keep 

trying, get better at 
 

I can do it! 
Practise, encourage, keep 

trying, challenge 
 
 

Growing and Changing 
 

 



days, quiet, loud, help, 
special, similar 

 
Valuing Difference 

 
Me and my family 

Family, special, different 
similar, Mum, Dad, brother, 

sister, home, Nanny, 
Grandad, Aunt, Uncle, 
Cousin, Step Dad, Step 

Mum 
 

Friends and family 
Friendship, different, similar, 

friend 
 

Including everyone 
Kind, sharing, helping, 

feelings 
 
 
 

Safe, careful, labels, 
cleaning products, 

medicines, water, food, fresh 
air, sleep 

 
Rights and respect 

 
Looking after myself 

Healthy snacks, sugar, 
germs, wash my hands, fruit, 

vegetables 
 

Looking after others 
Similar different, helping, 
family, friends, feelings. 

 
Looking after my 

environment 
Classroom, clean, tidy, care, 

look after 

Growing and changing in 
nature 

Change, grow, temperature, 
hear, smell, see, different, 

remember, warmer, 
seasons, weather 

 
When I was a baby 

Grow, change, bigger, taller 
 

Girls, boys and families 
Private parts, families, 

different families, dolls and 
cars are for everyone 

 
 

Reception Me & My Relationships 
Special, effort, same, 

different, friends, family, 
help, feelings, happy, sad, 

angry, calm, love, confused, 
scared, relaxed, kind, 

helpful, Mum, Dad, sister, 
brother, home,  Nanny, 
Grandad, Aunt, Uncle, 
Cousin, Step Dad, Step 

Mum 
 

 
Valuing Difference 

Keeping Safe 
Clean, safe, unsafe, sleep, 

water, food, fresh air, 
cuddle, medicine, chemist, 
doctor, grown up, tummy 
feelings, uncomfortable, 
worried, tell, adult, trust, 

address 
 

Rights and Respect 
Family, look after, alone, 
help, friends, together, 

responsibility, helpful, caring, 
environment, litter, 
electricity, pollution, 

Being my Best 
Bounce back, encourage, try 

again, food, energy, grow, 
healthy, fruit, vegetable, 

dairy, exercise, sleep, wash, 
heart, muscles, routine, 

calm, sleep 
 

Growing and Changing 
Seasons, spring, summer, 

autumn, winter, cycle, 
growing, life cycles, egg, 

seed, baby, grow, change, 
old, young, child, teenager, 
adult, old age, family, baby, 



Special, likes, dislikes, 
favourite, kind, unkind, 
same, different, family, 
home, kind, kindness, 

friendship  
 

Class/school rules, 
respectful, resilient, 

responsible, independent, 
share, take turns, wash 

hands, dry hands, eating 
balanced diet, exercise 

recycling, money, shop, buy, 
cost, pay, save, safe place 

 
Class/school rules, 
respectful, resilient, 

responsible, independent, 
share, take turns, wash 

hands, dry hands, eating 
balanced diet, exercise  

love, care, tummy, womb, 
pregnancy, beliefs, private 

parts, penis, vulva, testicles, 
privacy, my body is mine 

 
Class/school rules, 
respectful, resilient, 

responsible, independent, 
share, take turns, wash 

hands, dry hands, eating 
balanced diet, exercise  

Physical Development – 
PE/Gross Motor 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Balance 
Balance, tip toes, squat, big 

steps, small steps, jump 
 

Gross motor skills 
Control, tall, crouch, bend 

balance, straight, up, down, 
curvy, soft, zigzag, loop the 

loop, strong, firm, gentle, 
heavy, stretch, reach, tense, 
floppy, gallop, slither, follow, 

lead, copy, climb, safe 
 

Moving creatively 
Slithering, shuffling, rolling, 
crawling, walking, running, 
skipping, sliding, hopping 

 

Ball skills 
Kick, foot, hard, soft, far, 

near, partner, catch, throw, 
aim, look at target, ball, bean 

bag 
 

Running 
Run Stop Fast Slow Dodge 
Freeze Tag Avoid Obstacle 
Speed Around In and out 

 

Aim, space, Team, Pass, 
Safely, Balance, Run, Pass, 
Roll, Team, Space, Safely, 

Around, Forwards, 
Backwards, Catch, Throw, 

Bounce, Move, Copy, Over, 
Shape, Rock, Space, 

Around, Safely, Sideways, 
Travel, Forwards, 

Backwards 
 
 

Nursery (Cycle 2) 

Bikes/scooters Bike, trike, scooter, balance, pedal, forwards, backwards 
 

Reception Basic skills 
Balance, travel, jog, jump, 

hop, skip, gallop, backwards, 
forwards, sideways, in front, 

behind, next to, space, 
stretch, speed, stop, start 

Dance 
Copy, dance, move, create, 
speed, join, turn, movement, 

adapt, change, tempo, 
shapes, perform, stretch, 

Games 
Throw, target, travel, chase, 

space, aim, in and out, 
speed, slow, quick, change 
direction, avoid, jump, bend 

knees, land safely 



 
Ball skills 

Ball, roll, under arm, over 
arm, target, throw, large, 

small, catch, look, partner, 
pat, bounce, bat, racket, 

move, control 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

high, low, spin, turn, jump, 
land, control, position 

 
Gymnastics 

Balance, shape, roll, jump, 
space, hop, leg, arm, back, 
bench, mat, landing, control, 
position, apparatus, travel, 

bend knees, safe, climb 
 

Yoga 
Yoga, balance, strength, 

shapes, stillness, body, arm, 
leg, back, head, feet, stretch, 
feelings, happy, sad, calm, 

relax 

 
Athletics & Sports Day 

Run, stop, start, hop, jump, 
target, balance, quick, safe, 

hoops, bean bag, bench, 
over, under, through, team, 

win, loose 
 

Other vocab- 
heart, oxygen, stretch, 

muscles 

Physical Development – 
Fine Motor 

Nursery (Cycle 1 & 2) 
 

Cutting skills 
Snip, open, close, scissors, 
paper, grown up, help, two 

hands, one hand 
 

Dough skills 
Dough, soft, firm, squeeze, 
squish, splat, poke, prod, 

stack, squash,  
 

Cutting skills 
Scissors, hold paper, open, 

close, cut, cut, cut, finish 
straight lines, one hand  

 
Dough skills 

Roll, rolling pin, cut scissors, 
sausage, ball, dough disco 

instructions 
 

Cutting skills 
Scissors, cut, round, 

diagonal, paper, fabric, zig 
zag 

 
Dough skills 

Roll, rolling pin, pinch, push, 
make, chop 

 
 

 Mark making 
Pencil, pen, felt-tip, crayon, colour in, paint, brush, draw, press, stamp, grip, pincer, control, 

lines, circles, trace, copy, shapes, patterns 
 
  

Other (for both stages) Other 
Push, pull, pinch, turn, twist, squeeze, squish, roll, zip, button, dig, tip, scoop, stir, open, 
close, empty, full, hold, pour, knife, spoon, fork, cut, thread, weave, beads, press, stick 

 

Reception Squiggle whilst you wiggle 
Flipper flappers, up, down, 
round, circle, wiggle, hump, 

Cutting skills 
Scissors, curved, zig zags, 

lines, shapes 

Cutting skills 
Curved, zig zags, lines, 

shapes, outline 



spiral, over, under, wave, 
left, right 

 
Cutting skills 

Scissors, snips, straight line, 
open, close, grip, straight 

 
Mark making 

Tripod grip, letters, sounds, 
formation, pens, pencil, 

crayon, paintbrush, chalk, oil 
pastels, draw, paint, felt-tip, 

pencil, pen, cotton bud, 
trace, copy, write, circle, 
lines, horizontal, vertical 

 
 

 

 
 

Mark making 
Posture, tripod grip, write, 

form, draw, details,  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mark making 
Posture, correct formation, 

tripod grip, write, draw, 
details  

 
 

 
 

Literacy - 
Comprehension 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Book, story, author, title, stories, retell, rhymes, turn-taking, conversations, pages, turn 
pages, pictures, words, share, question, answer, characters, events, beginning, middle, end 

Stories, question, answer, refrain, characters, retell, act out, puppet show, events, 
beginning, middle, end  

 
Talk for writing – 

Story map, draw, picture, character, event. 
Once upon a time… 
Early one morning… 

Unfortunately… 
Luckily… 
Finally…. 

Snip snap snout, our story is out. 

 
Blanks level of questioning – 

Level 1- Naming 
 Where? What? Can you find? Point 

Level 2 – Describing 
Who? What? Where? Show 

 

Nursery (Cycle 2) 



Reception 
 

Book, story, title, author, 
beginning, middle, end, 

fiction, non-fiction, 
information, rhyme, poem, 

page, page number, discuss, 
question, retell, characters 

 
 

Blanks level of 
questioning – 

Level 1- Naming 
 Where? What? Can you 

find? Point 
Level 2 – Describing 

Who? What? Where? Show 
 

 

Book, story, title, author, 
illustrator, beginning, middle, 

end, fiction, non-fiction, 
information, rhyme, poem, 

page, page number, discuss, 
question, retell, characters 

 
Blanks level of 
questioning –  

Level 3 – Think about it 
What could? What would 

happen next? Find 
What does that mean?  

Book, story, title, author, 
illustrator, beginning, middle, 

end, fiction, non-fiction, 
information, rhyme, poem, 

page, page number, discuss, 
question, retell, characters 

 
Blanks level of 
questioning –  

Level 4- Reasoning 
What? Why? How? 

Literacy – 
Word Reading 

Nursery (Stayers) The children focus on listening and attention skills that include following instructions, playing 
phase one phonics games and turn taking –  

Listen, hear, sounds, loud, quiet, clap, sing, syllables, blend, rhyme, initial sound/begin with. 
 

Nursery (Leavers) Listen, hear, sounds, loud, 
quiet, clap, sing, syllables, 
blend, rhyme, initial sound 

RWI Set 1 Sounds – (m, a, 
s, d, t, i) and the picture 

captions, loud, quiet, Fred 
talk, blend, initial sounds 

RWI Set 1 Sounds and the 
picture captions, loud, quiet, 

Fred talk, blend, initial 
sounds 

 

Reception Fred talk, blend, RWI Set 1 
Sounds and the picture 

captions, phoneme, 
grapheme, diagraph/special 
friends, initial sounds/begin 

with, word 

Fred talk, segment, blend, 
RWI Set 1 Sounds and the 
picture captions, phoneme, 
grapheme, diagraph/special 

friends, 
Red words/ tricky words, dot, 
dash, initial sounds, words, 
caption, read, sentence, full 

stop, capital letter 

Fred talk, segment, blend, 
RWI Set 1 Sounds and the 
picture captions, phoneme, 
grapheme, diagraph/special 

friends, 
Red words/ tricky words, dot, 
dash, words, caption, read, 
sentence, full stop, capital 

letter 
 



Literacy - Writing Nursery (Leavers) Copy, trace, draw, marks, 
straight lines, diagonal lines, 

circles, spirals, shapes 
 
 
 

Name, marks, letter shapes, 
straight lines, diagonal lines, 

circles, copy, write 

Name, write, letters, sounds, 
initial sounds, tripod grip 

Reception 
 
 
 
 
 

Copy, trace, circles, lines, 
shapes, draw, write, top, 

bottom, down, up, formation, 
copy, marks, trace, RWI Set 
1 Sounds and the formation 

captions, special friend 
sounds, initial sound, word.  

 
 

Talk for writing – 
Story map, draw, picture, 

character, event. 
Once upon a time… 
Early one morning… 

Unfortunately… 
Luckily… 
Finally…. 

Snip snap snout, our story is 
out.  

Draw, write, formation, 
posture, RWI Set 1 Sounds 
and the formation captions, 

diagraphs, trigraphs, red 
words/tricky words, initial 

sound, word, phrase, 
caption, sentence, label, 

tripod grip  

 
Talk for writing –  

Story map, draw, picture, 
character, event, poem, 

description, next, last, first 
Once upon a time… 
Early one morning… 

Unfortunately… 
Luckily… 
Finally…. 

Snip snap snout, our story is 
out. 

 

Capital letter, lower-case, 
finger spaces, full stops, 
draw, write, RWI Set 1 

Sounds and the formation 
captions, correct formation, 

posture, diagraphs, 
trigraphs, red words/tricky 

words, nonsense/alien 
words, initial sound, word, 
caption, sentence, label, 

story, tripod grip 
 

Talk for writing –  
Story map, draw, picture, 
character, event, poem, 

description, next, last, first, 
suddenly, however 
Once upon a time… 
Early one morning… 

Unfortunately… 
Luckily… 
Finally…. 

Snip snap snout, our story is 
out. 

 

Mathematics – White 
Rose Maths scheme 

Nursery 
 

Comparison  
More than, fewer than, 
same, different, collect, 
collections, large, small, 
same, largest, smallest, 

colours 
 

Subitising 2 
Fingers, copy, show, 1, 2, 3, 

see, subitise, I can 
 

Counting 3 

 

Shape, space and measure 
5 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Pattern 5 



Shape, space and measure 
1 

Explore, shapes, different, 
blocks, position, find, collect, 

object, big, bigger, small, 
smaller 

 
Pattern 1 

Repeat, clap, lines, stack, 
patterns, blocks, towers  

 
Counting 1 

Count, number, 1,2,3,4,5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10 order, forwards, 

backwards 
 

Counting 2 
1,2,3, copy, count, fingers, 
actions, hear, how many? 

 
Subitising 1 

Groups, 1, 2, 3, notice, 
recognise, see, I see, point, 

show 
 

Pattern 2 
Join in, actions, song, story, 
next, arrangement, pattern, 

next, after 
 

Shape, space and measure 
2 

In, out, on, under, over, in 
front, behind 

Arrange, blocks, recognise, 
explore, sort, shapes, 

objects, fit, same, different, 

Move, label, dice, make, 
move, count, notice, 1, 2, 3, 

amount, numeral 
 
Shape, space and measure 

3 
Explore, position, route, 

shape, jigsaw, move, follow, 
fit, next, piece, 

On, under, over, between, 
through 

 
Pattern 3 

Explore, pattern, create, 
make, choose, show, copy, 

shape, see 
 

Counting 4 
1,2,3, count, take out, group, 

give, item, object 
 

Shape, space and measure 
4 

Match, shapes, blocks, 
together, route, follow, 

same, different, over, under, 
through 

 
Subitising 3 

Dot patterns, 1,2,3, notice, 
recognise, fingers, I see, 

show 
 

Comparison 2 
Notice, collections, same, 
different, sort, large, small, 

more, fewer 
 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Subitising 4 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Counting 5 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Pattern 6 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Counting 6 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 

 
Comparison 3 

(Content not yet released 
on WRM) 



notice, space, sharp, pointy, 
curved, round, flat 

 
 
 
 

Pattern 4 
(Content not yet released 

on WRM) 
 

Reception Match, Sort and Compare 
Match, same, different, pair, 

sort, compare, matching 
size, matching pattern, 

matching colour, matching 
outline, set, odd one out, 
more, fewer, the same 

amount, most, fewest, equal 
groups. 

Talk About Measure and 
Patterns 

Big, small, long, short, thick, 
thin, taller, shorter, tallest, 

shortest, full, empty, heavy, 
light, equal weights, 

repeating pattern 
 

It’s Me 1, 2, 3  
1, 2, 3, altogether, combine, 

compare, count, dice, 
different, dots, fewer, loose 
parts, match, more, number, 
one less, one more, order, 
same, subitise, less, set, 

represent, five-frame, whole, 
part. 

 
Circles and Triangles  
Above, ‘almost’ circle, 

‘almost triangle’, around, 
behind, below, beside, 

between, circle, compare, 

Alive in 5  
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, count, count 
back, count on, five-frame, 
one more, one less, parts, 
represent, sets, staircase 
patterns, subitise, whole, 

zero. 
 

Mass and Capacity  
Lighter than, heavier than, 
heaviest, lightest, scales, 

balanced, equal mass, float, 
sink, full, empty, tall, narrow, 
deep, shallow, wide, more, 
most, less, least, greatest 

capacity, smallest capacity. 
 

Growing 6, 7, 8  
6, 7, 8, ten-frame, subitise, 

count, pair, combine, 
groups, dice, dominoes, 

part-whole model, five-wise 
pattern, pair-wise pattern, 
even, odd, one less, one 

more, composition, number 
line, double, symmetry, 

mirror. 
 

Length, Height and Time 
Long, short, longest, 

shortest, longer, shorter, 
length, tall, short, tallest, 

To 20 and Beyond  
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 

17, 18, 19, 20, ten-frame, full 
10, part 10, number shapes, 

cube towers, bead string, 
represent, build, numerals, 
beyond, number track, 100 
square, counting patterns, 
match, count, before, after, 

count on, count back. 
 

How Many Now?  
Add more, addition, first, 

then, now, altogether, count 
on, one more, two more, 
number stories, number 

track, ten-frame, take away, 
subtraction, how many left, 
count back, one less, two 

less. 
 

Manipulate, Compose and 
Decompose  

2D shapes, 3D shapes, 
build, pattern, rotate, turn, 

flip, next to, in front, behind, 
compose, decompose. 

 
Sharing and Grouping 

Double, equal, fair, even, 
groups, odd, share, unfair, 



corner, curved, different, 
face, flat, in, in front, large, 

medium, next to, on, 
orientation, over, pointy, 

round, same, shape, small, 
sort, straight, through, 

triangle, under. 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5  
Altogether, count, 0, 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, numeral, quantity, total, 

same, not the same, 
different, subitise, 

arrangement, arrange, 
represent, five-frame, count 
forwards, count back, parts, 
whole, partition, one more, 
add, after, one less, take 

away, before, combine, how 
many? 

 
Shapes with 4 Sides 

Rectangle, square, 4, 2D 
shapes, sides, straight, 

corner, flat, large, medium, 
small, ‘almost’ square, 

‘almost’ rectangle, same, 
different, night, day, today, 

tomorrow, before, after. 
 

taller, height, measure, 
compare, calendar, today, 
yesterday, tomorrow, time, 

first, next, finally, after, 
before, timer, evening, 

morning, week, weekend, 
sequence. 

 
Building 9 and 10  

9, 10, ten-frame, subitise, 
conceptual subitising, 
compare, same, more, 

fewer, order, one less, one 
more, composition, count, 
altogether, parts, bonds to 
10, bonds to 10 (3 parts), 

arrangement, doubles to 10, 
odd, even. 

 
Explore 3D Shapes  

2D shapes, 3D shapes, 
stack, roll, flat, curved, cube, 

cuboid, sphere, cone, 
cylinder, square-based 

pyramid, complex patterns, 
repeat, patterns in the 

environment. 

unequal, set, left over, same, 
different, altogether. 

 
Visualise, Build and Map 
Repeating pattern, build, 

spatial reasoning, visualise, 
viewpoint, above, below, on 
top, next to, under, in front, 

behind. 
 

Make Connections  
Number story, problem-

solving, strategy, investigate, 
explore, try, explain, how 
many, altogether, answer, 

pattern, plan, check. 

Understanding the 
World – Past and 
Present (History) 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Family, change, born, growth, baby, toddler, child, adult, parent, grandparent, old, new, 
past, ago, today, yesterday, long ago, tomorrow, day, week, calendar, when I was little 

 
Nursery (Cycle 2) 

Reception Past, present, today, 
tomorrow, yesterday, week, 
day, before, after, remember 

 

Today, tomorrow, yesterday, 
week, last month, next 
month, next week, day, 

before, after, remember, the 
future, now, same, different, 

Peepo/Jack and Jill – 1940, 
past, present, similar, same, 

change, different, 
differences, long time ago, 



Own life history/Past 
experiences – birthday, 

toys, baby, one years old, 
two years old, three years 

old, four years old, five years 
old, past, old, new, younger, 
older, now, when I was little, 

memory. 
Toy names-,  

(extending by adding colour 
and size) E.g. Small red car. 

New, old, soft, fluffy, 
wooden, plastic, smooth, 

rough, hard.  
 

Remembrance Day: 
November, poppies, war 

 

weekend news, holiday 
news 

 
 
 

now, object, book, picture, 
photograph 

 
Space – Tim Peake, Yuri 

Gagarin, Velentina 
Tereshkova, Neil Armstrong 

 
History 

 
 

Understanding the 
World – People, Culture 

and Communities 
(Geography, RE) 

Nursery (Cycle 1) All about me 
Pebbles, Nursery, Canvey 

Island Infant School & 
Nursery, Canvey Island, 

Remembrance day, 
community, England, beach, 

different, similar  
Teacher, dinner lady, lollipop 
man/lady, people who help 

us 
 

Father Christmas, Santa, 
around the world, earth, 

globe 

Transport 
Boat, car, bus, train, 
compare, route, past, 

modern, holidays 
Bus driver, lollipop man/lady, 

train driver 
 

Dinosaurs 
Vegetarian, archaeologist, 

museum  
 

Mother’s day, families, 
cultures, traditions, card, 

flowers, gift, loving, helpful, 
kind, caring, funny 

 

Farm animals 
Farmer, farming, crops, 

gathering, compare,  
 

Nursery rhyme world 
Rhythm, rhyme, tune, self-

portrait 
 

Healthy, Father’s day, 
families, cultures, traditions, 

card, gift, loving, helpful, 
kind, caring, funny 

Nursery (Cycle 2) All about me 
Pebbles, Nursery, Canvey 

Island Infant School & 
Nursery, Canvey Island, 

Pets  
Vet, bandages, stethoscope, 

appointment, dangers 
 

Under the sea 
Sea, ocean, land, water 

 



Remembrance day, 
community, England, beach, 

different, similar  
Teacher, dinner lady, lollipop 
man/lady, people who help 

us 
 

Does it mix 
Happy, sad, nervous, 

differences, similarities, 
emotions, metal, wood, 

plastic, materials 
 

Remembrance Day, charity, 
Religion, beliefs, Nativity, 

Bethlehem  

Little monsters  
Creatures, wild, rights, 

respect, woods, forest, river, 
forces 

 
Mother’s day, families, 

cultures, traditions, card, 
flowers, gift, loving, helpful, 

kind, caring, funny 
 

Easter, Jesus, Church 

Healthy, Father’s day, 
families, cultures, traditions, 

card, gift, loving, helpful, 
kind, caring, funny 

 
 
 

Reception All about me 
Canvey Island, United 

Kingdom, family, Moviestarr 
cinema, park, Canvey lake, 
Canvey seafront, buildings, 
trees, cars, carpark, field, 

playground, school, garden, 
classroom, hall, library, map 

 
People who help us 
Healthy/unhealthy, 
doctors/dentists - 

teeth/tooth/toothbrush/clean 
Firefighter, fire engine, 

Police, coastguard, rescue, 
accident, siren, emergency, 
paramedic, first responder 

Vet, stethoscope, 
vaccination, patient 

 
Celebrations/RE 

Celebrations/RE 
Chinese new year, noodles, 

rice, prawn crackers, 
Dragon, lantern, money 

wallet, zodiac 
Easter story, Christians, 

Jesus, cross, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, Easter 
Monday, celebration,  

miracle 
 

Around the world 
County, world, map, globe, 

earth, United Kingdom, 
Canvey Island, Essex, 

Africa, Kenya, weather, hot, 
cold, different, same, 

beaches, desert, sea, land, 
water, nocturnal, NASA, 
America, space, planets, 

rocket, Tim Peake 
 

Local walk - 
Street, road, bridge, school, 

home, house, shop, 
bungalow, roof, traffic lights, 
zebra crossing, roundabout, 

trees, road, plants 

 
 
 
 



Diwali, Diva, Rangoli, Rama, 
Sita 

Fireworks – bang, pop, 
crackle, fizz 

Remembrance Day: 
November, poppies, war 

Birthday, invitation, 
celebrate, presents  

Nativity, Christians, Baby 
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, 

donkey, Bethlehem, angel, 
kings, wise men, stable, 

manger, inn 
Church, Christingle  

 

Understanding the 
World – The Natural 

World 
(Geography, Science) 

 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Autumn, Winter, frost, windy, 
cold, rain, sea, beach, map 

Oceans, rivers, waves, 
materials, wood, metal, 

compare, fossils, land, sea, 
map 

Countries, land, mountains, 
dessert, arctic, map, world, 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, 

Winter, compare  
 

Nursery (Cycle 2) Petals, roots, leaf, stem, 
Autumn, mixing, frost, windy 

Lamb, chick, calf, piglet, 
habitat, growing, scales, fur, 

feathers, bulb, seed, life 
cycle 

Senses, globe, planet, earth, 
England, seasons, Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, Winter, 

 
Naming weather – rain, sun, 

snow, wind, thunder, 
lightning, cloudy, cold, hot, 

warm, dull, bright, 

Reception Seasons, Autumn, Spring, 
Summer, Winter 

 
Autumn: harvest, scarecrow, 

fruit, vegetables, leaves, 
change, windy, cold, sunny 

Winter: frost, snow, freezing, 
icicles, melt 

 

Seasons, Autumn, Spring, 
Summer, Winter 

 
Spring: Lifecycle, duckling, 

duck, egg, new life, growing, 
flowers, bulbs, seeds, 

garden, new life, flowers 
 

Potato, carrot, cucumber, 
pineapple, tomato, pepper, 

Seasons, Autumn, Spring, 
Summer, Winter 

 
Summer: sunshine, warm, 
holidays, temperature, sun 

cream, sunglasses, hot, 
bright, humid, 

 
Observe, draw, animal, 

similar, different 



Observe, draw, leaves, 
conkers, pinecones 

melon, pear, blueberries, 
banana, apple, rhubarb, 

beetroot 
 

Bean, beanstalk, growing, 
watered, soil, sun, flower, 

roots, leaves 
 

Minibeasts – egg, 
caterpillar, chrysalis, 

butterfly, antenna, wings, 
spider, slug, snail, fly, wasp, 

bee, worm, ladybird, 
grasshopper, map, 

minibeasts, habitats, garden, 
shelter, food, water, 

camouflage, logs, mud, 
grass, soil, trees, pond, 

flowers 
 

Observe, draw, plant, bug, 
insect 

 

 
Float, sink, material, plastic, 
cardboard, paper, absorb 

Expressive Arts & 
Design – Creating with 

Materials 
 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Thick, thin, wavy, straight, pencil, stick, chalk, pastel, felt tip, experiment, printing, media, 
understand, techniques, apron, painting, mark making tools, sponges, mixing, different, 

brushes, respond, line, colour, texture, shape, 2D, observation, shade, imagination, scale, 
size, fine motor skills, experiment, salt dough, playdough, rolling pin, explore, mark making, 

effects, material, model, observe, imagination, tools, control, fine motor, roll, squeeze, 
cutters, sparkle, sellotape, masking tape, scissors, construct, modelling, design, glue. 

Textures – bumpy, fuzzy, lumpy, hard, soft, rough, smooth, prickly, shiny. 
Cooking - cooking, baking, recipe, ingredients, taste, meal, snack, healthy, diet, measure, 
scales, bowl, clean, germs, hygiene, scales, wooden spoon, mix, grater, oven, microwave.  

Nursery (Cycle 2) 

Reception  Paint, colours, drawings, pencils, chalk, crayons, pastels, glue, scissors, cutting, sticking, 
dab, thread, joining, planning, artist, water colours, sculpture, design, design picture, 

drawing, use, make, experiment, create, creation, change, tools, materials, idea, improve, 
adapt, technology, masking tape, string, join, connect. 

Textures – bumpy, fuzzy, lumpy, hard, soft, rough, smooth, prickly, shiny, jagged, flat 



 

Cooking - cooking, baking, recipe, ingredients, taste, meal, snack, healthy, diet, measure, 
scales, bowl, clean, germs, hygiene, scales, wooden spoon, mix, chopping board, whisk, 

oven, microwave 

Reception Kandinsky – colour mixing, 
shapes, circles 

 
Clay, diva lamp, tools, 

patterns, Rangoli pattern, 
mehndi pattern 

 
Natural resources, leaves, 

twigs, sticks 
 

Christmas card, decorations 

Van Goph, sunflowers 
 

Junk model, observational 
drawing 

 
Mother’s day card, Easter 

card 
 

Henri Matisse, collage, 
shapes, colour, texture, bold 

 
Junk model, observational 

drawing, collage 
 

Father’s day card 

Expressive Arts & 
Design – Being 
Imaginative and 

Expressive 
 

Nursery (Cycle 1) Nursery rhyme, story, poem, make up, pretend, small world, characters, imagine, stage, 
dance, sing, music, create Nursery (Cycle 2) 

Nursery – 
Music/Charanga 

Nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, sing, play, 
learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch, high, low, long, short, perform, share, play, stop, move, 
listen, actions, voice, hands, feet instrument, big sounds, soft sounds, loud sounds, soft 

sounds, soft, medium, hard, solo, group, shake, tap, ring. 
Progression - pulse and rhythm, listen, voice, instruments, experience, respond, explore, 

practise, make, movement, music, rhythm, song, sing, sounds 

Reception – 
Music/Charanga 

Nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, sing, play, 
learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch, high, low, long, short, perform, share, play, stop, move, 
listen, actions, voice, hands, feet instrument, big sounds, soft sounds, loud sounds, soft 

sounds, soft, medium, hard, solo, group, shake, tap, ring. 
Progression - Listen, talk, sequence, think, feel, ideas, song, sing, dance, play, explore, 

instruments, make and experiment 
 

Reception Nursery rhyme, story, poem, make up, small world, characters, imagine, perform, stage, 
dance, sing, lyrics, music, create, copy, act, role play, loud, quiet, sound, listen, high, low, 

fast, slow, pattern, rhythm, control 
 


