
Elephants
Elephants are the largest land 
mammals in the world. There are 
three types of elephant: African 
savanna elephants, African forest 
elephants and Asian elephants. 
Elephants have trunks, which 
they use for smelling, breathing, 
making sounds, squirting water 
and picking things up.

Habitat
African elephants can be found in different parts of central, 
west, east and south Africa: in deserts, savannas (grasslands) 
and rainforests.

Asian elephants live 
on grasslands and in 
the forests of India and 
south-east Asia.

Diet
Elephants are herbivores 
and eat grass, leaves, 
roots, flowers, fruits and 
bark.

They need so much food 
that they can spend most 
of their day eating.

Elephants

“Elephants Family” by [blieusong] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

Fun Facts
•	Elephants can use their 
trunks as snorkels.

•	Elephants sometimes suck their 
trunks when they feel nervous.

•	Female elephants live in groups 
with their young. Male elephants 
usually live on their own.
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Elephants
Elephants are the largest land 
mammals in the world. There are 
three types of elephant: African 
savanna elephants, African forest 
elephants and Asian elephants. 
Elephants have trunks, which 
they use for smelling, breathing, 
making sounds, squirting water 
and picking things up. The ears 
of an African elephant are much 
larger than those of an Asian elephant.

Habitat
African elephants can be found in different parts of central, 
west, east and south Africa: in deserts, savannas (grasslands) 
and rainforests.

Asian elephants live on grasslands and in the forests of India 
and south-east Asia.  

Some elephant habitats are being destroyed, because forests are 
being cut down and the land used for building or farming.

Diet
Elephants are herbivores and eat 
grass, leaves, roots, flowers, fruits 
and bark. Elephants have also been 
known to eat whole fields of crops 
such as millet (a type of cereal 
used to make flour).

They need so much food that they can spend 
most of their day eating.

Elephants
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Elephants

Fun Facts
•	Elephants can use their trunks as snorkels.

•	Elephants sometimes suck their trunks 
when they feel nervous.

•	Female elephants live in groups with their young. 
Male elephants usually live on their own. 

•	Elephants do not like bees, so some farmers keep bees near 
the fields, to stop elephants from eating their crops.

•	Elephants can live up to 70 years old in the wild.
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Elephants
Elephants are the largest land 
mammals in the world. There 
are three types of elephant: 
African savanna elephants, 
African forest elephants and 
Asian elephants. Elephants 
have trunks, which they use 
for smelling, breathing, making 
sounds, squirting water and picking things up. The ears of 
an African elephant are much larger than those of an Asian 
elephant. Both male and female African elephants grow tusks, 
but only male Asian elephants can.

Habitat
African elephants can be found in different parts of 
central, west, east and south Africa: in deserts, 
savannas (grasslands) and rainforests.

Asian elephants live on grasslands and in the 
forests of India and south-east Asia. 

Some elephant habitats are being destroyed, because forests 
are being cut down and the land used for building or farming. 
This loss of habitat is one of the reasons why elephants are in 
danger of becoming extinct.

Diet
Elephants are herbivores and eat 
grass, leaves, roots, flowers, fruits 
and bark.

They need so much food that they 
can spend most of their day eating.

Elephants
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Elephants

Fun Facts
•	Elephants can use their trunks as snorkels 
to help them breathe underwater.

•	Elephants sometimes suck their trunks 
when they feel nervous.

•	Female elephants live in groups with their young. 
Male elephants usually live on their own. 

•	Elephants do not like bees, so some farmers keep bees near 
the fields, to stop elephants from eating their crops.

•	Elephants can live up to 70 years old in the wild. 
However, African elephants live on average 56 years and 
Asian elephants live on average 42 years in the wild.

•	Elephant tusks are made from ivory.
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