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Friday 20th October 2023

Dear Parent/Carer,

As a school, we are delighted to have been asked by the ‘Friends of Canvey Lake’ to take part in an art project which aims to raise awareness within the community to help improve the lake’s conditions, as well as save the wildlife that has inhabited the area for so long.  The lake is no longer being used for recreational purposes due to it being full of disease and therefore unsafe.  This is where, as a school, we can help by raising awareness of what the lake was like by sharing those family moments and memories that you have of it when it was in its full glory.  

Over the half term week, it would be great if you could spend a moment chatting to your children and extended families about what the lake has meant to you over the years.  Did you go fishing, catch dragonflies, feed the geese and ducks or take a net down to the water to see what you could find?  We would be so grateful if you could share these memories on the template provided, encouraging your children, or yourselves to write, draw pictures or even send in photographs of these special moments, (photographs would be excellent for the display).  This is a community project, so everyone can participate.  I have also included a PowerPoint presentation that can be looked at if you need some inspiration, or are particularly interested in this local/current issue.

Once I have collected all of your responses, I will be setting up a lunchtime club for some of the children that have shared a memory and we will put together a collage or two of how we think the lake should look in the future.  These sessions will run weekly until we complete the artwork.  The collages will be put onto display boards with the completed templates that come in after the holidays, and the ‘Friends of Canvey Lake’ will showcase the work in a local setting that I will share with you, so you can view our whole school/community campaign. 

Let’s hope that our children can fully embrace this natural habitat and what it has to offer in the very near future.  I would like to thank you in advance for your support in this very worthwhile cause, and hope you enjoy this project.  I look forward to receiving and sharing your memories with both members of staff and the children.

Kindest regards,

Clare Dearle (Art and Design Lead)

Learning is a journey, not a destination 
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